Flood Risks and Children with Disabilities in the UK.
 
The altered environment and support systems of children with disabilities (CWD) make their physical, psychological, social, educational and physiological vulnerabilities more severe during flooding. Despite the concern that they are among the worst affected during and after disaster events, researches aimed at understanding their peculiar vulnerabilities comparative to other children is limited.
 
This exploratory qualitative study used mixed methods (questionnaires and oral interviews) research applied to flood context in the City of York to get insights into how vulnerabilities to flooding can expose CWD to extensive experiences of subtly child abuse experiences, morbidity and mortality.
 
The findings show that stereotypical stigma and discrimination, inadequacy of disability-sensitive risk communication strategies and inadequate inclusivity of CWD in flood risk management strategies and policies are some of the root causes of their vulnerabilities, which contribute towards dispossessing them of their childhood, and diminishing their potential for achieving fulfilled childhood in the UK.
 
The study is relevant as it contributes to the research on the geographies of children with disabilities. It will also contribute towards enabling policies and practices which improve relationships, services and infrastructure that enhance the resilience of children with disabilities in the United Kingdom."
