International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

Geneva, 19 August 2010

Dear Colleagues,

The international year of volunteers and volunteering is fast approaching. Many of you have
already actively begun preparing to mark this important year-long campaign while others are just
getting started. To assist you in your planning, we would like to provide you with some initial
guidance in positioning your National Society as a leader in creating a volunteer enabling
environment and to contribute towards a successful launch in your country.

The attached document is developed to help guide your planning for 2011 as well as detailing the
resources which will be made available to you throughout 2010 and 2011, such as:

e 5 December 2010: a global survey on the economic and social value of volunteering within
the Red Cross and Red Crescent;

e May 2011. A global report, similar to the World Disasters Report, on volunteering, with an
emphasis on volunteering in emergencies;

e November 2011 special tribute to volunteers in recognition of their invaluable contributions
to humanity and the presentation of the Youth Awards and Volunteering Development
Award at the General Assembly; and

¢ Throughout 2011, additional guidance will be provided to support Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies in their engagement in humanitarian diplomacy and in promoting
platforms for new partnerships.

All of these tools and the current attachment will be found on the IFRC public website at
http://www.ifrc.org/volunteers/ We will also be providing regular email updates informing your
National Society of the latest developments of the volunteer campaign.

Success for 2011 will lie in the multitude of diverse activities by National Societies. We would like
to accompany you along the way as you prepare strong multi- stakeholder partnerships in your
country through coordination, facilitation, information and tools. Several international
stakeholders from civil society, the private sector and the UN system as well as governments have
committed to marking this important year

As the Red Cross Red Crescent, we are a leading voice of volunteers around the globe and thus
2011 provides us with an opportunity to remind the public, our partners and our governments of
the important role our volunteers play every day in saving lives and changing minds.

For those who would like to be directly involved in the planning and preparation of this important
year please indicate your interest to participate in a National Society stakeholder group. This group
will meet monthly through a global teleconference. Please have your designated point of contact
indicate their willingness to participate by sending an email directly to geri.lau@ifrc.org.

We look forward to working with you to better protect, promote and recognize our volunteers
across the globe throughout 2011.
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Best regards,
)

Bekele Geleta

To: Secretaries General
CC: Communications; volunteer development; Governance support; youth network; legal advisors



